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	Assignment outline

	
	Create a ‘fit for purpose’ web site continuing the promotion of yourself as a celebrity for your fans. Making use of Dreamweaver 8 web authoring and Photoshop CS2 graphic software packages. Also produce a Word document to support that you have completed all the requirements and understood the assignment as set out by the tutor:-
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CORNWALL COLLEGE CAMBORNE

Stage 1

Assignment 3: The World at Your Feet!

Tony Hyom

Tony Hyom

iMedia : web authoring

You will exploit Dreamweaver & Photoshop, to produce a self-promoting web site. Thought must be given to the design of the interface so that is not only attractive, intuitive, and welcoming, but that it also gives the user all necessary control.
Decide on who is your audience, and design the interface accordingly. Experiment with the look and feel of your interface, researching various types on the web. Take photographs as required.

Create a web-site about you as a celebrity (aimed at your fans)

1. Research interfaces on the Internet and CD-ROM/DVDs.

2. Create a navigation map of your website.

3. Create new images and transfer / save them to computer 

4. Create treatments using Photoshop.

5. Optimise images for use on the web.

6. Use Dreamweaver to complete a ‘media rich’ web site.

7. Ensure site is ‘managed’, ‘optimised’ and ‘accessible’

8. Show web site to group

9. Produce a plan (including timescale) showing activities undertaken

10. Carry out self-evaluation

A Word document showing research, plan and self evaluation

A navigation map

A treatment plan (Photoshop / mood board).

Completed website.

Familiarise yourself with a variety of interfaces. For example: DVD’s, CD ROM’s, and those in use on the web. Also examine other web-sites for content, accessibility and media content.
Unit Learning Outcomes & Assessment Criteria

Common Skills Assessment
Grading Criteria
On completion of this unit the student will have: 

· Researched and defined user’s needs through task analysis

· Evaluated and developed prototype

· Prepared and presented prototype.

This unit offers the opportunity to demonstrate Key Skills in:

1 Knowledge/ Understanding

2 Cognitive / Intellectual Skills

3 Key / Transferable Skills

4 Practical Skills

5 Employment-related skills

Pass 40%-54%

A pass is awarded for the achievement of all the required learning outcomes (see above), through the production of the minimum requirement of pieces.



	
	Background


This assignment follows on from the Photoshop assignments covered in the first module of the course where students had to produce a CD and magazine cover, promoting themselves as a rising music star, in a genre chosen in the first lesson.

I chose Glam Rock as my genre, with particular emphasis on Alice Cooper.  I have taken on the stage name Janice Cooper and am performing as a tribute act to Alice Cooper.  

I now have to produce a ‘fit for purpose’ web site for my fans.




	
	Research



	3a
	The Official Alice Cooper web site
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Alice Cooper - http://www.alicecooper.com/
The official Alice Cooper website has a single large image on its entry page to site, which links to a page that doesn’t exist (http://www.alicecooper.com/index2.html) and gives an error message:

The requested URL /index2.html was not found on this server.

Additionally, a 404 Not Found error was encountered while trying to use an ErrorDocument to handle the request. 
I got to the main site by selecting a different route through the Google selections to the same initial URL.

(Full length of web site image obtained by using Robo screen capture)

Other glam rock celebrities with web sites
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Suzi Quatro - http://www.suziquatro.com/
Imagery very good but visibility of navigation bar awful - looks like it should be a Flash site but it’s not.
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Kiss - http://www.kissonline.com/
Very, very long page.

Took ages to download

Features:

Drop down menus

Fans only area – login required

Link to another domain for web shop

Main navigation bar: News - features – tour – the Kiss Army – letters – history – multimedia – links – Kiss shop
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Alvin Stardust - http://www.alvinstardust.com/content/content_2006/homepage.htm

Had awful entry page – with music.

Animated twinkling star background

Advertising latest appearance in stage show Chitty Chitty Bang Bang (how sad)

Main navigation bar: Home – live – biography – discography – band – images – merchandise – Shane Fenton – archive – lyrics – management – mailing list – message board - links
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The Sweet - http://www.thesweet.com/
Continuous scrolling text – main image changes very couple of seconds – search facility – roll over buttons – forums for different countries – three main navigation bars, top, bottom and right – site last updated date – today’s date – latest forum message - 

Top navigation bar: News – gig list – gallery – forums

Bottom navigation bar: sweet shop – history – discography – trivia – lyrics - contact

Side navigation bar: gig dates – history – shop – book them
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Slade - http://users.swing.be/amazingslade/
Animated dots at bottom of page

If viewed in IE6 there is a nifty transition to pages, like it is possible to do in Powerpoint, although it doesn’t work in Firefox.
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Roy Wood (Wizard) – www.roywood.co.uk - 1 image – only contains gigs / guest book
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Queen – www.queenonline.com - PHP site with Flash content
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Sparks – http://www.allsparks.com/ - Flash site

Have to click the word navigate to get the menu bar, which is just pictures till you hover over them.  There is no alternative navigation. Then pages came up in separate windows.
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New York Dolls – www.nydolls.org - Flash with music to enter site.  They kept it quite small, but it looks very slick and professional.
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David Bowie – www.davidbowie.com very pink – Flash 



	
	My favourite unrelated sites
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Shaun the Sheep - http://www.shaunthesheep.com/
Lots of Flash content – very interactive – just what you would expect from an animation company
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Natural History Museum - http://www.nhm.ac.uk/
This is a site with a lot of content and caters for a very wide audience, including children and academics.  I think this is a very well thought out site and the navigation is excellent.
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Man Engine animation – https://208.56.194.245/private.htm
Website not very well designed but the Flash animation of a working man-engine is very good.




	
	Analysis

Design and content


Most of the related sites have black backgrounds and strong colours. Quite a few of them have broken links. Most include gig guide and gallery.



	
	Typography

There have been a whole range of fonts and styles used, but bright, jagged, ‘scratchy’ or ‘drippy’ fonts predominant.



	
	Initial ideas

	
	Target audience


Although Alice Coopers music seems to be enjoyed across a wide age group, I would probably be looking at targeting a retro market as I did with the CD. 

As with Alice Cooper the act and the music are very visual, it was decided therefore to create a site with a graphical impact.  Bearing in mind download times and accessibility.

	
	As a tribute act to Alice Cooper I felt is was important there were similarities between the site I am creating and the official Alice Cooper site.

I hope to create a site that is a little more modern, slick and feminine than portrayed by Alice Cooper. Although I intend to keep the basic colour scheme of black and red and the overall theme of rock horror.

Design

Black and red

Include snake, dripping blood and spider

700 pixels wide – centre horizontally

Include

Animation 

Logo

Rollover images

Swap images

Image map

Download music

Forms

Sign up for email newsletters

Image map of atlas for tour date page

Free stuff – wallpaper

Site last updated  



	3a
	Navigation map
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	Execution

	
	Assignment plan and timeline



	3a
	Produce a plan (including time scale) showing activities undertaken

Projected timeline
19-Jul-07
26-07--07
2-Aug-07
9-Aug07
16-Aug-07
 
 
 
 
 
 
Research interfaces & content
X
Word document
X
X
X
X
X
Backup 
X
X
X
X
X
Write/source text
X
X
Source images
X
X
Manipulate/optimise images
X
X
Manage site
X
X
X
X
X
Create basic design
X
Design/implement Navigation
X
X
Create template
X
Create library items
X
Create content pages
X
Add text and images
X
X
Optimise for search engines
X
Create utility pages
X
Test / update proof read
X
X
Publish
X
Evaluate
X


	1c / 1d
	Images

Images were either sourced from other web sites, from digital camera photographs or made from scratch using Photoshop. All images sourced from other web sites have been altered in some way.

Examples:

Original image

Altered image
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	1a / 1c /1d
	Animated gifs

A small, animated gif, 100 pixels x 100 pixels, was created in Photoshop for each section of the web site and inserted in the same place on every page, to give consistency.

Rollover images

The menu was created as one graphic in Photoshop and sliced before saving for the web.  A copy of the original was then taken and the text colour changed from red to green before saving the slices again.  The web menu was reconstructed using the Rollover Navigation Bar option and saved as a library item. The image then changed from red to green when the mouse hovered over it.  I also wanted the colour of this text to reflect what part of the site the visitor was on, so copied this file, one for each menu item, and the relevant image to green instead of red. 

Swap Images

The main gallery is achieved by making use of the swap image behaviour to show or hide a selection of photographs and images.

Image Maps

An image map has been used in conjunction with Named Anchors to navigate a map of Britain to the associated tour dates on the same page.



	1b
	Design and typography

I stuck to the Chiller font for text in the title and menu as in the CD for consistency.  These were all graphics and cannot be altered by the visitor. I used Cascading style sheets to control some of content , including main body text and headings. Arial was used for the body text and Heading 1, and the font family Chiller, Algerian, Arial, was used for Heading 2, although it is released that if these font do not exist on the visitors computer then another font will be selected. This should not make a great difference to the overall design. 



	
	Audio

One the page about music there option to listen to clips from the album.  These are in MP3 format and will evoke a media player if the computer has one.

These clips were taken from Alice Cooper original CD’s.  Using some audio manipulation software called Audacity the pitch has been changed and the only a small snippet has been used.



	1c / 2a /2b /2c /2d

1c
	Web site

Site management

The web site was created and managed using Dreamweaver 8. on a 4gb memory stick.  The site was regularly backed up on to DVD, to an external hard drive and to a remote Internet site.  The site details were exported to an .ste file for back up purposes and to make it easy to access the site using multiple computers.  The FTP facility in Dreamweaver was used to load the files to a hosting site and the cloaking option was set to exclude .ste extensions so the site details were not uploaded when synchronising the site, as this would be a security issue.

Image optimisation

All image were saved at a maximum resolution of 700 pixels per inch and to the dimensions required, to enable the fastest possible download time.

Key words and phrases

The content was devised to include important key words such as ‘Janice Cooper’ and ‘Alice Cooper’ wherever possible. All images were given ALT tags also containing important keywords. Headings 1 and 2 were used.  All pages contained relevant Keyword and Description and Title metatags. Utility pages such as .htaccess, robots.txt were created for search engine robots and spiders.

Accessibility 

Thought was given to visitors to the site with disabilities.  The site has very bold colours but the text should be clear, easy to read and use suitable contrasting colours.

There is a plain text navigation bar at the bottom of each page.

Headings 1 and 2 are used to add structure and navigation aids for those with text readers.

All images contain ALT tags.

Testing

All pages were spell checked using the Dreamweaver spell checker.

Missing Alt tags, broken links and Untitled documents were also checked using the Dreamweaver reporting facility.

The completed site was proof read by my partner before uploading to an existing web account. Sub domain of existing domain created http://iMedia.cornwallnature.org.uk.

 

	
	

	
	


	
	Completed files

Completed files include this Word document, .psd, .gif, .jpg, (images) .mp3 (audio),  .lbi, .dwt, .ste (Dreamweaver), .css, .txt (utility) and  .html (web) file formats. 

All completed files will be published to the Internet at http://imedia.cornwallnature.org.uk and copied to DVD.
Web site directory structure
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	Evaluation



	
	Website evaluation

I believe the web site would be ‘fit for purpose’, and would be a believable web site for an English, female, modern Alice Cooper tribute act.  It has much in common with the Official Alice Cooper website whilst being a little more refined.




	3b
	Self evaluation

	
	I have been using Dreamweaver for sometime now, and have probably spent too much time using Photoshop to create the images for the site than was necessary for this course.  

Again I have had problems taking and using images of myself but have tried not to dwell on it but to improvise by ‘grafting’ existing images on to Alice Cooper ones.

I was reasonably happy with the look and feel of the finished site although I was not satisfied with the functionality as I would really like to be able to creating ‘proper’ accessible websites and I do not feel I have achieved this.  I was disappointed that the course did not concentrate more on accessibility issues, CSS, W3C compliancy and cross browser compatibility particularly with regard to layout but realise that this is only a five week course and there is a lot to cover.

I believe would have found it more engaging and productive to be able to create a site that I could make use of, maybe promoting myself as a web designer as other students have been able to do. 
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